
 
 
Huh, Being Before Fishing ..Before Any Serving? 
 
Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. —Jesus, 
Matthew 11:28 
 
Results, results, results.. gotta see the results! The proof is in the pudding. No time to waste—
we’ve got to see the positive results of your labor! Think bottom-line dude. Meet your quotas or 
you’re out. More numbers! Work it and then you can approach. NOT! 
 
Hey Buckeroo, ever seen a tree straining to produce?  
 
How ’bout a fisherman out at the lake?  
 
Not so much?  
 
With this in mind, how do ya personally feel when people bring up the subject of personal 
evangelism? “Oh man, Martha, I’m sure the pastor wants more service from me now out there in 
the neighborhood, but I’ve been working like a dog at my job. How can I ever satisfy God.. and 
him?”  
 
I believe that Christians tend to think of “fishing for men” only in terms of action these days 
..maybe because when people go fishing for fish it’s supposed to be about doing something. But 
being the kind of fisher that God wants to make every believer into is much more than that.  
 
Fact: Fishing for souls is not merely something you do, but it’s much more about something you 
are.. in Christ. It’s a lifestyle of agape-connection.  
 
If a Christian is abiding in the Vine the way they were intended to, they also won’t be able to keep 
from having a strong magnetism if you will. The fruit of the Spirit, the winsome love of God, that 
inner saltiness—it really seems to draw people in any nation. Christian, you have what everyone 
is hungry for (even if they don’t realize it..)—you have the ultimate Solution no matter the 
question!  
 
Fact: Many unbelievers will be attracted to who you are more than to what you do ..sure they will, 
unless you’re giving out a million dollars on the street corner but that can’t save anyone.  
 
And remember, when Christians shine it is really God’s fault. Yeah, they obey Him and He 
blesses their ministries simple as that, but He alone is to get the credit. Just like the sun is the 
reason for a bright moon at night. Duh!  
 
In different places where I’ve been privileged to serve as a church elder, I’ve seen how many 
church pastors are uber-motivated to see results—monetary ones.  
 
Nothing wrong with wanting to see results, but all leaders should desire to see the results of 
wholesome spiritual growth in people more that other results. Yes some results are more 



important than others, and we must remember that being (and I don’t mean renegade lazy 
slothfulness here..) must precede doing.   
 
One spiritually-sideways mega church pastor (and not all are..) told my wife and me that we had 
to bring in big numbers and nickels in order to stay employed there.  
 
We had both accepted employment there not long after returning from some five years in Europe, 
on the recommendation of a missionary friend. But I remember how this senior pastor used to 
consistently belabor the offering time, putting real pressure on the people to give—man, our 
yellow warning lights were flashing!  
 
It unfortunately used to bug this pastor so much that I kept it fairly brief when the assignment fell 
to me to get up and receive the tithes and offerings in different services. Hey, we’ve all received 
so much already—we aren’t to give to get rich! Hello!  
 
Besides, that church “took” in over a million dollars a month and already had a 27 million dollar 
new building. What was the big deal anyways? The people simply wanted truth-teaching and love 
not mega-constraint for a family dynasty and temporal empire.    
 
Well, it wasn’t hard to figure out that the nickels as well as the uber-lavish, hidden lifestyle of this 
TV preacher mattered much more to him than anything else, so we got out of there in short 
order—upon his short order.   
 
Now I feel bad that we’d brought several families into that place. I never could find in the Bible 
where numbers and nickels where the prerequisite to being an elder. Oh well, been kicked outta 
better places than that when I was lost. Ha!  
 
To achieve higher God-given goals, a Christian must be a more effective kind of leader. They 
must deny themselves and have sound doctrine that they practically apply.  
 
Maybe you’re a pastor who wants to do better? To attract better underlings and co-workers (in the 
sense of competence, Bible soundness, godly character and balanced spirituality) to your work, 
you must be a better Christian yourself—yes, spiritual. And you can’t be that way unless you 
know how to be at the feet of Jesus daily ..when you might feel like always being busy instead. 
He must matter more to us than “working for God? Listen, He indeed desires you as a person, far 
more than what you can produce in serving Him. You don’t have to strive, connive, whip, or strain 
for results!   
 

The godly are like trees that bear life-giving fruit, and those who save lives are wise. 
~Proverbs 11:30, nlt 

 
I walked life's path with worry, disturbed and quite unblest, 
Until I trusted Jesus; now faith has giv'n me rest. ~Bosch 

 
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in 

the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. ~Jesus, John 15:4, nkjv   
 

A common problem occurs when a so called fisher’s popular public identity along with their 
apparent results of success don’t match up to their low level of spirituality or character. But when 
the fisher consistently displays godly character, the fruit of love, competence and pure passionate 
purpose, this makes a powerful lasting impact on the people around them. And the Holy Spirit can 
use such impact to draw unbelievers to Christ.  
 



Are you seeking great things for yourself? Don't do it! ~Jeremiah 45:5, nlt 
 

I’ve got one thing on my mind today—it’s pleasing my Lord in His presence! 
 

But Martha was distracted with much serving, and she approached Him [Jesus] and 
said, ‘Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her 

to help me.’ And Jesus answered and said to her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried 
and troubled about many things. But one thing is needed..’ ~Luke 10:40-42 

 
There is honestly no time for the idolatry of work-aholism in God’s Kingdom ..not even when it’s in 
regards to fishing for souls! And don’t think that God won’t hold leaders accountable for 
pressuring His children into “working for God” more than they should.. to the neglect of their 
families. Has your wife or family been hurting due to a well-meaning dad that’s M.I.A. (missing in 
ACTION)? Do you spend ample time alone daily ..pouring out your heart to the Lord, and in 
listening to His Word?  
 
Time to put first things first! If you desire to be used and to accomplish great things with your life, 
then please learn how to be humble with the Jesus Christ of the Bible. He’s so there for you 
already. The practical doing can come after that in a way that hurts no one.  
 
Seek to become a better person—a man or woman of excellence—who is close to the Spirit and 
family of God. Nothing can be achieved all alone. You’ve gotta abide in fellowship first upwards 
and then outwards, and then just leave the results up to God. It’s His Church and his harvest after 
all. Any task worth doing will require the help of others and if it’s worth doing, it is worth doing 
right under the Lordship of Jesus.   
 
Do you mind if I ask some personal questions? Have you been guilty of working too much, for too 
long to the injury of people you love? How many marriages have you gone through? Do you feel 
like its too late now and you’ve done too much wrong.. for you to approach the Lord and have a 
new start?  
 
Perhaps what you’ve been doing appears to be all right. But have you been doing things with the 
wrong motives or spirit—independent from the Lord’s lead or power? Are others under your 
authority becoming just like you in such hard-driving weirdness as they try to gain your favor or a 
promotion? Repent (hang a u-turn) and believe! If you’re sucking air, it’s not too late! Come to 
God on His terms even if you are busted and disgusted.   
 
In the 5th century BC, there was a King whose name was Ahasuerus of Persia and he refused to 
allow mourners to enter his gates (See Esther 4:1-2). Maybe you’ve read about him some.  
 
Anyways, this man chose to rule his kingdom by allowing only happy people to enter into his 
presence or vicinity. He was exclusive in his attitude and godly men who were sad about all the 
sin going on were kept at a distance.  
 
Today, Jesus Christ continues to build His everlasting Kingdom by welcoming the burdened, the 
busted, the disgusted, the sorrowful, the guilty on into His presence. They can enter because of 
the blood that He shed on Calvary’s cross back in the day. They can have a new start because 
He is inclusive and loves them dearly.  
 
He forgives em, meets their needs and really blesses them in His presence so that they are at 
peace, fully refreshed, joyful ..and then guess what.  
 

http://www.fish4souls.org/How2KnowHim.htm
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Est&c=4&v=1&t=NKJV#top


They know in their knower that the being comes before the doing, and now they are ready to go 
serve and witness. It comes from their hearts as an overflow of who they really are in Christ. Yup, 
well-fed sheep with their Shepherd naturally reproduce.  

Wanna learn to abide rather than strive? Have a prayer request or some questions about knowing God ..and how to properly 
walk in Jesus Christ? At fish4souls.org click “Contact” and let us know! Perhaps we can help. Follow.. 
Facebook.com/ShareJesus  or at Twitter.com/kurtwvs 
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